. Pathological diagnosis should be made according to the World Health Organisation classification from a surgical specimen i.e. excisional lymph node biopsy, whenever possible providing enough material for fresh, frozen and formalin-fixed samples. . Classical Hodgkin's disease (cHD) includes nodular sclerosing, mixed cellularity, lymphocyte-rich classical and lymphocyte-depleted subtypes and is distinguished from lymphocyte-predominant Hodgkin's disease (LPHD) for prognostic reasons.
Staging and risk assessment
. Chest X-ray and a CT-scan of the chest and abdomen, and a bone marrow biopsy are mandatory. 
